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Praising God for his faithful blessings
By Courtney Sullivan

-LINKED-

We are so grateful to be constantly reminded of God’s 
hand over our young ministry. 

This Sunday, we were blessed to welcome two new sis-
ters in Christ, Fatima and Reina (pictured above). We 
rejoice in their commitment, and we are thrilled that 
they have found a family with us. Please continue to 
pray for each of them as they begin their new journey, 
and pray that we can help provide them with the love 
and spiritual support they need. 

We are also grateful that this year, through your gener-
ous contributions, we were able to give school supplies 
to more than 200 children of families that worship 
with us at Breaking Chains. That is an incredible gift 
to these families with limited resources. We feel so 
honored to be able to show God’s love in a tangible 
way by helping meet this need. 

Please join us in praising God for these blessings! And 
thank you for your prayers and support. 
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On Saturday, April 2, 23-year-old Erick Alberto 
Castillo, known also as Hippy, died from wounds he 
sustained during a street fight over a robbery. Er-
ick’s life could have gone much differently. He was a 
brilliant young man who dreamed of becoming an 
archaeologist. He loved to read and had achieved the 
impressive goal of graduating from high school de-
spite his on again, off again relationship with drugs 
and street life.  

We first met Erick in 2012 and have walked the very 
bumpy road of helping him realize his potential 
and God’s love for him ever since. Erick’s past had 
been one of constant rejection and abuse. In order 
to survive, Erick turned off his heart. He refused to 
allow anyone in past surface level. He knew what he 
needed to do intellectually, but he couldn’t emotion-
ally allow any healing to occur. Eventually, the pain 
and the burden he was trying to carry alone got to 
be too much.  

Some days I believe the very love we were trying to 
show Erick caused his fear and need to numb his 
emotions to grow. After graduating high school in 
2014, Erick threw himself back into street life and 
did his best to stay numb as much as possible. There 
were moments of light and hope, and we never 
stopped hoping and praying for him - but we cannot 
save anyone. We continue to remind ourselves that 
Erick knew we loved him, and I pray he knew God 
loved him.
  
I am impressed by the number of young people who 
have shared with me following Erick’s death. It is evi-
dent that he was deeply loved by many. “Even when 
he wouldn’t make good choices himself, he would 
encourage me to take a way out,” is something I have 
heard repeatedly. “He never had food that he didn’t 
share with someone in need” is another. Erick’s 
struggles were large and loud, but he will be remem-
bered for the love he showed to others but couldn’t 
accept himself.

Mourning the loss 
of a life gone too 
soon
By Amber Foster
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Every season at Breaking Chains is different from the 
one before. Right now we are very blessed to be in a 
season of peace with the young adults/teens who live 
inside our BC building. By God’s mercy and a team 
that is willing to extend endless grace and forgive-
ness, our young adults have found a sense of balance 
between fierce independence and the ability to rely on 
and obey our staff. There are still moments of chaos, as 
you would expect in any home filled with young adults, 
but it is an atmosphere of love and peace that reigns 
most days. It is my prayer that this stability carries on 
to each of the new young people who join our home in 
the coming months and years.

Our teens are all involved and thriving in some pro-
gram or schooling that advances their knowledge. 
Dixon, Rolando, Brian, Jimmy and Arturo are working 
hard in high school, and Escarlet has made the brave 
decision to begin primary school this year. Please 
pray with us that she continues to desire better for her 
future. Escarlet is also hoping to start working with 
another ministry in May doing jewelry production.  

We are so excited about the opportunities afforded 
to our kids. They often feel like they have no options 
available to them and, because of that, seek failure as 
their only way out. We know that God has a plan for 
each of their lives and we are so excited to walk along-
side each one of them as they discover it.

As much as we love sharing with you the joys and triumphs of working with young 
people from broken pasts, we cherish the fact that we can also share our pain with 
you and know that you will walk alongside us through prayer and encouragement. 
This period of time has been incredibly difficult. Our teens have no memory bank 
for appropriately dealing with pain. When someone they love dies, especially at 
the hands of another, their first response is to seek revenge. Walking through 
grief with someone who is permeated with hate and anger is a hard thing to do, and 
getting them to see any hope at all, any light in their sea of darkness, is daunting. 
The teens we work with directly in our home are doing okay. They have been able to 
talk with us and work through their hurt. The teens on the street, however, are 
hurting so badly they can’t find a way out - and that is a dangerous place to be. 
We not only ask, but beg you to spend some extra time in prayer for these hurting 
souls and those around them. We ask that you pray God gives us wisdom and peace 
with our words and divine intervention in their actions as we move forward. God 
can walk us all through this without any more hurt, but only if each person is 
willing to let Him into their hearts.

A response to painful grief

Embracing stability 
and peace with our 
BC young adults
By Amber Foster

Please keep each of our young 
adults/teens in your prayers as 
they continue to seek the motiva-
tion needed to succeed in their 
academic programs and grow both 
personally and spiritually. 



BC Kids begin a new 
school year
By Michael Carson

We have 19 sponsored kiddos this year in our educa-
tion program. Isn’t that incredible? We added some 
new faces and new schools to our program this year, 
and we’re excited to see how our kids grow academi-
cally and enjoy their new experiences. 

Three of our new kids are Aldo, Alexa and Leonardo, 
and they join our other six kids attending Santa Mon-
ica. Aldo and Alexa are the son and daughter of our 
new preacher Alexander and his wife Alda. Leonardo 
is the son of our house parents Oscar and Alba. God 
has blessed us with an incredible Honduran staff, and 
we believe in giving their children the same opportuni-
ties in education as our other kiddos.

Sisters Marjorie and Maholy, siblings Henyi and To-
basqui and siblings Nayeli and Melvin continue their 
education this year alongside our three newbies in San-
ta Monica. Although it’s a bit insane having nine kids 
in the same school, we’re blessed to have nine sponsors 
investing in their futures. We look forward to seeing 
them flourish this year.

Little Alba is in second grade this year and flourishing 
in her school where she has attended since pre-K. It’s 
near her house and works well for her grandma, who 
spends most of her time selling items on the street, to 
take her to school.

We decided after much discussion and prayer to 
change bilingual schools entirely this year. Interameri-
can stopped being a good fit for a variety of reasons. 
Dayana had to change a year and a half ago for behav-
ioral problems, and John and I changed Arol and Jona-
than to a different school back in November. All three 
moved to smaller schools with smaller class sizes, and 
we have seen a lot of improvement both academically 
and socially due to the extra attention they receive. 

For bilingual school, each child has to start by first 
grade at the latest, ideally before. Because of that, this
year we decided to add four little ones, three of whom
were previously enrolled in Santa Monica, to our bilin-

-gual school program. Each child is different and must 
be treated as such.

We also added Michel, who is the youngest sibling 
of Nayeli, Escarlen and Melvin, to our program this 
year. She and her sister Escarlen moved to Dayana’s 
school called High Valley. Escarlen has been one of our 
bilingual school kids since the beginning, but she has 
always struggled academically. We believe the smaller 
class sizes will give her a better chance to get that extra 
attention.

After exploring several options, Amber enrolled Rosie 
in second grade at her new school called Penzotti. 
Then we added Francois, Jennifer and Allison to Arol 
and Jonathan’s school. It’s a bit more of a challenge, 
but we believe these five are up for it. Francois, Jen-
nifer and Allison are already learning so many English 
phrases and are excited to practice them.

Our kids wouldn’t have these opportunities without 
the generous support of their sponsors. Thank you to 
each of our sponsors who believe in our program but 
most of all believe in our kiddos. We were only able to 
start new children this year because of the generosity 
of new families who stepped up. Thank you to each 
and every sponsor for changing a future!

Some of our kids need after-school 
tutoring during the week to make 
sure that they succeed in their 
classes. We are seeking to raise an 
additional $300 per month for extra 
tutoring costs. If you are interested 
in giving, you may donate online or 
contact courtney@bchonduras.org 
for more details. 
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During Spring Break 2016 we were blessed as a minis-
try to have groups from Oklahoma Christian Universi-
ty and Anderson Christian School from South Caro-
lina sacrifice their normal time off to come serve in 
Honduras. In addition to these groups, we also hosted 
a group of students from La Salle University in Phila-
delphia, a trio from The Rock Community Church, as 
well as a group from Breman, Georgia who all served 
with us for a day or two during their time in Honduras. 

The groups helped to make several improvements 
around the building. A new ceiling was installed in one 
of our Sunday school classrooms, shelving was built to 
help us with storage for groups and a new mural was 
painted for the nursery. New flowers were also planted 
in the first floor gardens as well as the second floor 
flower beds, multiple rooms were repainted, and the 
seemingly endless task of bodega re-organization was 
also tackled as a project.

The group from OC started off their spring break trip 
by bringing our education program children to Aquas-
plash, a pool/waterpark where the children were able 
to leave behind the worries of school and everyday 
life and enjoy some time being kids and being loved 
on by the team. The group followed this up by giving 
our teens a chance to get away from it all by going out 
to dinner and a movie where they were able to enjoy 
some time outside of the building and form relation-
ships with the group. 

The group also had an opportunity to build a house 
for a woman and her family who were in dire need of 
a new home. Wualter, our youth minister, heard the 
story of a group of five houses that burned down in a 
nearby neighborhood. The government was only able 
to rebuild four of the five houses, leaving one family 
wondering where they would live next. The students 
from OC, as well as several members of the commu-
nity who heard the same story, worked together to give 
the woman a place to safely raise her family. 

The group from Anderson, a collection of seniors and 
parents on a pre-graduation mission trip, spent most of 
their time serving at the Baxter Institute and a church 
in Chaguite. While working with us, they blessed one 
of our Breaking Chains church members with a new 
house. Suyapa, a single mother of three, had been rent-
ing a house in a bad neighborhood for a long time, and 
the new house will help her avoid the cost of rent as 
well as provide a safer place for her children. 

Most of the groups also came to pass out food with 
us during our weekly street outreach in addition to a 
couple extra mid-week trips to serve food. These times 
are a wonderful blessing to the people we serve on the 
streets as all of our groups come and not only share 
food, but also their loving hearts. 

We want to say a huge thank you to all of our spring 
break groups for coming to spread the love of God! We 
look forward to seeing you all again in the future!

Spring mission groups share love and 
service with our breaking chains family
By John Canterbury
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Prayer requests:

•	 Grieving	BC	family	and	teens	
•	 Visiting	mission	groups	
•	 Development	of	land	gift
•	 Education	program	
•	 Teen	transitioning

Connect with us:

•	 www.bchonduras.org
•	 facebook.com/bchonduras
•	 instagram.com/bchonduras
•	 bchonduras.wordpress.com	

To give financially to Breaking Chains, you may donate online 
through bchonduras.org or send check donations to P.O. box 
20454 oklahoma city, OK 73156. 
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Dreaming of the 
future thanks to a 
generous local gift
By John Carson 

In January, the community board in Montes de Ben-
dición (a community in which we work and where 
many of our church families live) approached our BC 
team about donating some of their area land to our 
ministry. They wanted to bless us with a space to al-
low us to do even more in their community with our 
church efforts and our visiting mission teams. 

We have many dreams for this property and are con-
sidering how we can best use it to its full potential. 
We are prayerfully discussing as a team and carefully 
considering plans and ideas for different buildings that 
could inhabit the space. We would like to create some-
thing that can be used for the community and can be 
used for church services in the area or for devotionals. 

Needless to say, there will be a lot of listening to our 
friends in Montes about what their needs are (tutoring 
location, community building, etc.) and prayer. Please 
join us in prayer as we continue to dream about this 
location and how we can best continue to serve God 
and the community with it!

FINANCIAL NEED: At Breaking Chains, we are blessed to have the 
help of our ministry apprentice, John Canterbury. Like all of the 
BC missionaries, John is responsible for raising his own financial 
support. Currently, John is in need of additional sustained giving in 
order to make his work with us possible. If you would like to make a 
contribution, please contact courtney@bchonduras.org for details. 
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